INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (PHIL1005), Second and Third Terms, 2005-2006

TUTOR: Dr. Mick Bowles.  Email: m.j.bowles@gre.ac.uk.  Phone: 0208 331 8953

Office: W325.  Office Hours: Monday: 3-5pm; Tuesdays: 4-5pm 

ESSAY QUESTIONS

Answer one of the following questions.  Use the philosophers you have studied in the first part of the course to help you come to grips with what is involved in each question.  Use the essay to try and analyse what the philosopher says; that is, try and explain their claims and discover their arguments.  After this work you will find you have a much better understanding of the issues that the question entails.  You will then, working from this basis, find it much easier to articulate your own thoughts and judgments.  The crucial point to note is that the first part of your essay, perhaps all of your essay, should concern itself with an analysis of what a philosopher has said on the topic.  

1. Plato defines knowledge as justified belief.  What does he mean by justification (consider the argument in the Meno extract) and does Gettier provide a serious challenge to Plato’s definition?  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extracts in the Reader from Gettier and Plato.]
2.  For Aristotle all thinking rests on “the most certain principle.”  What is this principle, and what arguments does Aristotle provide to defend it?  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extract in the Reader from Aristotle’s Metaphysics.]

3. Locke maintains that all ideas are learnt from experience.  But what is the method by which we learn from experience; can it produce beliefs that are justified?  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extracts in the Reader from Locke and Russell.]

4. Why, according to Popper, should hypotheses be refutable?  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extract in the Reader from Popper’s Conjectures and Refutations.]

5. Quine claims that epistemology is in fact a sub-branch of psychology.  What are Quine’s arguments for this claim?  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extract in the Reader from Quine’s ‘Epistemology Naturalised’.]

- The deadline for this essay is Monday, 27th February 2006.

- This work must be handed in at the Registry with an attached cover sheet..
- The length of the essay should not exceed 2000 words.  (This is the maximum length that your work should be; if you can express the points you want to make succinctly and powerfully you will not need to go up to the word limit.  In Philosophy, economy and succinctness are virtues.)  This essay is worth 25% of your total mark for this course.

- Please type your work.

- PLEASE EDIT YOUR WORK BEFORE SUBMISSION.  (Read your work through, make corrections, improve sentence structures, make quotations clear and traceable, etc..)
