Fundamental texts of philosophy – Nietzsche’s Genealogy
ESSAY QUESTIONS – please answer one question
1) What is the ‘slave revolt’ in morality and what is the role of ressentiment in the ‘slave revolt’?

2) “All instincts which are not discharged outwardly turn inwards – this is what I call the internalisation of man: with it there now evolves in man what will later be called his ‘soul’.” (GOM 2, 16)  How does the process of internalisation arise, according to Nietzsche, and what are its implications?

3) How does the concept of the ‘noble’ figure within the Genealogy and is it an essentially elitist concept?

4) Outline and discuss the figure of the ‘priest’ and their relation to the concepts of sickness and health.

5) “the history of punishment up to now in general, the history of its use for a variety of purposes, finally crystallises in a kind of unity which is difficult to dissolve back into its elements, difficult to analyse and, this has to be stressed, is absolutely undefinable” (GOM 2, 13) – discuss Nietzsche’s account of punishment, with special reference to the claim that it is ‘difficult to analyse’.

6) “And, to conclude by saying what I said at the beginning: man still prefers to will nothingness, than not will …”. (GOM 3, 28) What does Nietzsche mean when he talks of ‘the will’ and why does he think it central to his account of morality?

7) Discuss Nietzsche’s use of the concept of truth in the light of the following statement: “…what meaning does our being have, if it were not that the will to truth has become conscious of itself as a problem in us” (GOM 3, 27).

· The deadline for the  essay is 10th January 2006.  The work should be handed in to the Registry with a header-sheet stapled to the front.  The header-sheet number is 110600.

· Please type your work and make it clear which question you are answering.

· Note that the word limit for this test is 3000 words.  

· This essay is worth 25% of the total mark that you will receive for the course.
