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ESSAY QUESTIONS

Answer one of the following questions.  Use the philosophers you have studied in the first part of the course to help you come to grips with what is involved in each question.  Use the essay to try and analyse what the philosopher says; that is, try and explain their claims and discover their arguments.  After this work you will find you have a much better understanding of the issues that the question entails.  You will then, working from this basis, find it much easier to articulate your own thoughts and judgments.  The crucial point to note is that the first part of your essay, perhaps all of your essay, should concern itself with an analysis of what a philosopher has said on the topic.  

1. One of the central definitions of knowledge is as 'Justified True Belief'.  Explain what is meant by this and discuss some of the objections that have been raised. [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extracts in the Reader from Gettier and Plato.]

2. What defense can be given of the law of non-contradiction?   [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extract in the Reader from Aristotle’s Metaphysics.]

3. Discuss the 'problem of induction' and its implications for our knowledge claims.  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extracts in the Reader from Locke and Russell.]

4. Popper argues that “the criterion of the scientific status of a theory is its falsifiability”.  Discuss the reasons Popper gives for this claim.  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extract in the Reader from Popper’s Conjectures and Refutations.]

5. Quine argues that “epistemology merges with psychology”.  Discuss the reasons behind this claim, paying particular attention to the distinction between 'meaning' and 'truth'.  [To answer this question you need to study and think about the extract in the Reader from Quine's ‘Epistemology Naturalised’.]

The deadline for this essay is Monday, 28h February 2007.  This work must be handed in at the Registry with an attached cover sheet.  The Header Sheet number is 124670  

The length of the essay should not exceed 2000 words.  (This is the maximum length that your work should be; if you can express the points you want to make succinctly and powerfully you will not need to go up to the word limit.  In Philosophy, economy and succinctness are virtues.)  This essay is worth 25% of your total mark for this course. Type your work and PLEASE EDIT YOUR WORK BEFORE SUBMISSION.  (Read your work through, make corrections, improve sentence structures, make quotations clear and traceable via footnotes, etc..)

