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To His Majesty the King of Poland, Duke of Lithuania 





Sire,


From time immemorial people have recognised reason's mastery over them, and have willingly placed themselves under its sceptre. They have however recognised it as merely a judicial and not as a legislative power. The will has always been the highest legislator; and reason is supposed to determine connections [Verhältnisse] between things only in relation [Beziehun] to the will. In recent times people have acquired the insight that free will can be nothing other than reason


itself, and therefore that reason must not only determine the connection of means to end, but must also determine the end itself. The fundamental principles of morality, politics, and even of taste, must bear the stamp of reason, if they are to be of any use at all. It is therefore an important task, before we apply the laws of reason to these objects [Gegenstände unless marked otherwise], first to determine these laws themselves, and establish them securely [festsetzenl by means of an inquiry into the nature of reason, and into the conditions of its use as well as its limits. This is no isolated speculation, that has only the satisfaction of a desire to appear clever as its end, and which therefore must be postponed and undertaken only after other important tasks; it must rather precede all the remaining tasks, because, before this one has been completed, nothing reasonable in human life can be undertaken. This is the investigation that I have made in this work, and that I now venture to place at the foot of Your Eternal Royal Majesty's throne.


	If it is true that the inner worth of a man of high rank can be more reliably recognised from the way that he spends his free time than from his business occupations (which seem to further his sublime position, and for which he has a whole nation, or even half the world, as witness); then how highly must we value the service of a regent who seeks respite in the arms of the Muses and in the bosom of science from the most honourable as well as the most difficult of occupations— that of making people happy; and who therefore remains great even in his recreation and free time! With that calm consciousness of his worth which this ineluctable striving after perfection must guarantee him, he moreover combines a popularity—a quality worthy of love—which shades the brilliance of his throne, thereby giving this modest seeker after truth the courage to lay down his investigations at the feet of His Majesty. How ardently must each heart fly to him; how his example must therefore summon all of his subjects to become like him (at least to the extent that is possible), and to direct all their powers to science, to which their sublime monarch is able to devote only a small part of his time because it is so valuable; and especially since they may expect from him not only protection and forbearance, but also guidance and instruction.


	I am proud to have been born in the land of a regent who so fulsomely possesses these sublime advantages, who protects and furthers science, because he knows what influence it has over the state, and because he knows it ennobles human nature and lends our spirit both liberty and breadth. Cowardly despots are suspicious of these, but a good sovereign has nothing to fear from them, and will therefore grant rather than begrudge them to His subjects as their inalienable birthright.—I am proud to have been born under the sceptre of Your Eternal Royal Majesty. And although my fate has lead me to the Prussian States, the well�starred efforts of Your Eternal Majesty on behalf of science have remained ever holy and unforgettable to me, even at this distance; and I have persuaded myself to dedicate, in deepest subservience, these enquiries into some objects of transcendental philosophy to Your Eternal Majesty.


	I would account myself fortunate if these first fruits of my limited talent were not found to be completely unworthy of being honoured with the high approval of Your Eternal Royal Majesty; and if I could thereby contribute something to giving the noble Poles a positive opinion of my nation (that is, of the Jews who live under their protection); and contribute something to convincing them that the Jews do not lack either capacity or good will, when they have not been useful to the state that is so patient with them, but only lack a goal for the direction of their powers.


	I would be doubly fortunate if I should succeed at the same time in making my nation alert to their true advantages, and in encouraging their boldness and enthusiasm in the task of making them, through enlightenment and honesty, ever more worthy of the respect of the nation under which they live, and of the favours that they enjoy under the wise government of Your Eternal Majesty.


	With warmest wishes for Your Eternal Majesty's long and happy life, I remain ever, Eternal Majesty, your most humble servant,





Salomon Maimon 


Berlin, December 1789


