Report from course assessment meeting held in-class with students, 14-03-2007.

For Nietzsche and Modern European Philosophy

Closer attention was paid to the second and third terms of the course since a previous assessment had been carried out on the first term.

Course content was focussed on texts from George Bataille and Michel Foucault.

· Bataille was favoured more than Foucault, though the preference was not noticeable.  The general response was that Bataille’s historical and anthropological content made his text easier to approach and was more accessible.

· Class handouts – some comments were made that handouts that outlined key concepts and gave a ‘skeleton outline’ would be useful.

· Organisation – this was generally felt to be good and the class thought that the various sections of the course were well structured.  The one key suggestion that was made was for there to be two or three lectures which directly related the material in the first and second half of the course on a more general thematic level.

· Seminars – there were minimal seminars on the course and the students wanted some more seminar time but were also aware that the organisation of the course mitigated against this being necessary at every session and that in general it wasn’t a critical lack.  It was thought that a minimal amount of seminars would be useful but no-one expressed a desire for these to be ubiquitous.

· Course description and title – one student commented that the course title seemed a little lacking in descriptive accuracy, though when asked for a better suggestion they weren’t sure as to alternatives coming up with ‘Nietzsche and Co-stars’ or something expressing this connection between Nietzsche and the thinkers studied in the second half of the course.

Overall Summary – students seemed positive and enthusiastic about the course, felt its organisation was good and lecture content had been both interesting and well-directed towards necessary assessment tasks.
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