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Phone: 0208 331 8958 / 07717 410764
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Website: notebookeleven.com 

ESSAY QUESTIONS

Answer one of the following questions.  Use the concepts of Husserl that we studied in the first part of the course.  Ensure that you explain the central concept in each essay and give evidence from the text in your account of this concept.  Ensure you give evidence from Husserl AND the philosopher of your question choice and then think about the different emphases each philosopher places on the concept and how it is used.  Finally make sure you read through your essay, that each sentence makes sense, that the essay question is at the top of the first page, that footnotes and a bibliography are included and that you only use peer-reviewed and scholarly websites as sources.   
1. In Section 27 of Ideas Husserl describes the ‘natural attitude’.  What is the ‘natural attitude’ and how is it revealed? 

2. “True, Dasein is ontically not only what is near or even nearest – we ourselves are it in each case.  Nevertheless, or precisely for this reason, it is ontologically what is farthest away.”(Being and Time extract: 58)  Discuss the ‘ontico-ontological’ understanding of Dasein Heidegger outlines in the Introduction to Being and Time and its relation to ‘lived experience’ in Husserl.

3. Discuss the role of the ‘clearing’ (Lichtung) in Heideggers’ essay The end of philosophy and the task of thinking.  What are the implications of the concept of the ‘clearing’ for the understanding of ‘appearances’?

4. Outline the concept of ‘intentionality’ and discuss Merleau-Ponty’s notion of a “corporeal intentionality” (On the phenomenology of language:89).

5. “The perceived world is the always presupposed foundation of all rationality, all value and all existence” (The primacy of perception:13).  Given the ‘primacy of perception’, how does Merleau-Ponty understand the Cartesian cogito?
- The deadline for this essay is Monday, 16th April 2007. This work must be handed in at the Registry with an attached cover sheet 125885. The length of the essay should not exceed 2500 words.  (This is the maximum length that your work should be; if you can express the points you want to make succinctly and powerfully you will not need to go up to the word limit.  In Philosophy, economy and succinctness are virtues.)  This essay is worth 25% of your total mark for this course.

- Please type your work and use double line space. PLEASE EDIT YOUR WORK BEFORE SUBMISSION.
