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Phil 1012

Tuesdays 12noon-3pm in L002
Friedrich Nietzsche: On the genealogy of morality
Course Tutor: Dr Matt Lee

Office: W325

Email: matt.lee7@ntlworld.com
Phone: 07880 566128

Web: http://homepage.ntlworld.com/matt.lee7/nietzsche.htm
The ‘Fundamental Texts’ course aims to give the student the chance to study in depth the work of a major philosopher.  The first semester will study one of the most influential and widely read books in modern philosophy, Nietzsche’s On the genealogy of morality (GM).  This is a passionate, provocative and at times challenging work and is one which benefits enormously from the method of slow reading that was so important to Nietzsche.

The book is divided into three essays, with an important preface.  We will begin the course with some contextual background to Nietzsche’s work and the place that GM takes within the wider corpus before proceeding to work through each essay in order.  We will spend two to three weeks on each essay which will consist of an introductory session (overview) followed by detailed investigations of each essay (investigation).
Reading and Study strategies
I will expect you to read each essay before we begin working on it.  In other words, you will have to read through the whole of essay one prior to the first class on that essay.  This first reading should be quick and ideally in one sitting.  After reading, take some notes, try to jot down the course of the argument you have just read and any questions.  You will then have to do a second reading of each essay over the course of the next week, with the benefit of the overview lecture and discussion.  During the course of this slow reading you should make a précis of each section of the essay (a brief sentence or two identifying the claims of the section if any and supporting arguments).  Again, note down questions and problems for class discussion.  This whole process will be made easier if you find yourself a study partner or small group where you can collaborate via discussion.

Classes will consist of a lecture followed by seminar style discussion, probably in a whole class setting depending on numbers.  Essay work will come in two stages – a draft essay to be handed in two weeks before the end of the course which will then be given back with comments.  I will make myself available for tutorials either in my office or online at the same time.
Lecture Schedule

Oct 4th

Introduction to GM: genealogy as a method of thought.

Essay 1

Oct 11th
Overview lecture: on the meaning of ‘good’, ‘bad’ and ‘evil’ – the

Slave revolt.

Oct 18th
Investigation: the noble ideal and the creative role of ressentiment
Essay 2
Oct 25th
Overview lecture: culture and internalisation

Nov 1st

Investigation: debt and responsibility 
Essay 3

Nov 8th
Overview lecture: truth, ideal and asceticism
Nov 15th
Investigation: the ascetic priest

Nov 22nd
Investigation: health, illness and thought
Nov 29th
Nietzsche, nihilism and philosophy – towards some conclusions.
DRAFT ESSAY DEADLINE – Dec 5th
Dec 6th

Health, illness and thought 
Dec 13th
The physiology of the ubermensch – naturalism or creativity?
Assessment structures
One comprehension exercise and one essay.  
Deadlines = 
Comprehension exercise – October 31st; 
Essay – Jan 10th 2006.
Reading and resources

Primary Text
Friedrich Nietzsche: On the genealogy of morality; Cambridge, ed. K.Ansell-Pearson

Secondary Texts
Richard Schacht, ed: Nietzsche, Genealogy, Morality: Essays on Nietzsche's Genealogy of Morals; University of California Press
Bernd Magnus and Kathleen Marie Higgins, ed.s: The Cambridge Companion to Nietzsche, Cambridge University Press

Brian Leiter: Nietzsche – on morality; Routledge

Alexander Nehamas: Nietzsche – life as literature; Harvard

Gilles Deleuze: Nietzsche and philosophy; Athlone

Pierre Klossowski: Nietzsche and the vicious circle, Chicago

Bernd Magus, Stanley Stewart & Jean-Pierre Mileur: Nietzsche’s case: philosophy as/and literature; Routledge (Chapter 5 in particular)

Michel Foucault: Nietzsche, Genealogy, History in The Foucault Reader, ed.P.Rabinow; Penguin
Online resources and texts will also be added as links to the course webpage.
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