Fundamental Texts of Philosophy (Heidegger: Introduction to Metaphysics)

PHIL 1012
Essay Questions – please answer ONE question
1) “So the man who truly knows is not the one who blindly runs after a truth but only the one who constantly knows all three ways, that of being, that of not-Being and that of seeming” [GA 86] (120).  Discuss the implications for the concepts of truth and knowledge.
2) Outline and explain the ‘oblivion of Being’ [GA 14] (20).
3) “Humanity first comes to itself and is a self only as questioning-historical”. [GA110] (153)  What grounds does Heidegger give for this claim and are they justified?
4) What is Heidegger’s account of ‘phusis’ and what relation does it have to the concept of ‘nature’?  

5) “Saying and hearing are proper only when they are intrinsically directed in advance towards Being, towards logos.  Only where logos opens itself up does vocabulary become word.  Only where the self-opening Being of beings is apprehended does merely keeping one’s ears open become hearing.” [GA 101] (140). How does Heidegger view language and what relation does this have to his questioning of Being?

· The deadline for the essay is Tuesday 9th January 2007.  The work should be handed into the registry with a header sheet stapled to the front.  The header sheet number is 122686.

· Please type your work, justified to the left and double line spacing.  Make it clear which question you are answering by placing the question at the head of the essay.  Reference all quotations and give evidence for any claims.  Include a bibliography of all works used in the essay even if they are not directly referenced.  Proof-read your work for spelling mistakes, grammatical errors and readability – ideally ask a friend to read through your work and correct anything that is unclear.

· The word limit is 3000 – this is a maximum limit.  Shorter essays are acceptable although a minimum of around 2000 words would be expected.

· This essay is worth 25% of your final course grade for both terms of Fundamental Texts.
