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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

Please answer one of the following questions.  In your answer please make reference to the arguments you have studied in Hume’s Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion.
1. Cleanthes, Philo and Demea offer three different accounts of our knowledge of the existence of God.  Briefly outline each characters position.  Which argument is most successful?  Give reasons for your answer.

2. The ‘cosmological argument’ is rooted in the relation of cause and effect.  Describe this relation and discuss the problems that are raised and other possible objections.

3. What is the ‘argument from design’?  Discuss the objections raised to this argument.  Does the ‘argument from design’ succeed?  Give reasons for your answer.  
4. What is the problem of ‘theodicy’ as outlined in the Dialogues?  Is a satisfactory answer to this problem provided by any of the characters in the dialogue?
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